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ACDV 70C Textbook Reading
Final Project
(to be presented last day of class)

This oral presentation will be done completely individually.  Each of you will be assigned a short portion of text extracted from a variety of introductory textbooks covering the fields of health, education, child development, history, earth science, and writing.  Everyone will receive a copy of all the text excerpts, numbered and including the subject from which they originated.  Each line of text will be numbered as well to make it easier for you to refer to a specific line.  Your job is to come up with 3 strategies (based on what we discussed in class previously) that you could use to tackle this piece of text in order to make it more understandable as well as more memorable.  The purpose of the project is to enhance the knowledge of your fellow classmates regarding effective strategies for reading a textbook.

What Your Presentation Should Contain:

1. Introduce yourself to the class by stating your name, your passage #, and the field it comes from.

2. Read the passage to the class slowly and clearly while everyone follows along using their copy.

3. Now discuss each of the 3 strategies you would use to break down your text.  Go in order, and be sure to give an example for each one as to how you would 
implement the strategy.  Always refer to information given in your text passage as your supportive data.

EXAMPLE of how you might explain one of your strategies (You do NOT need to turn in any written part, but you can create your own notes to refer to):

	One strategy I would use to deal with this historical textbook passage is looking for any difficult vocabulary words or terminology that I might not know.  For example, in line 8, you see that the word arduous is used.  This is a word I’ve heard but am not really familiar with.  I would look up the definition and write it near the word so that every time I read this part, I would remind myself of what arduous means.

* You are NOT required to use a visual aid, but you’re welcome to write on the board as needed to explain your ideas.

EXAMPLE of what you could put on the board if you wanted to do so:

	arduous:  needing much effort; difficult
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4. At the end of your presentation, ask the class 1 comprehension question that
you created based on the content of your passage.  BE SURE TO WRITE YOUR COMPREHENSION QUESTION ON THE BOARD so students can think about it!  The class will write down an answer to your question, and this will also be turned in for credit (30 pts.).  Allow students 1-2 minutes to write down their answer, and then you may call on someone to provide an answer.

EXAMPLE of a question you might write based on the above content:

What made the soldiers’ journey so arduous?




SAMPLE RUBRIC—This is what your grade will be based on…

1.  3 textbook reading strategies adequately explained			_____/30
2.  Examples provided from assigned passage to demonstrate strategies	_____/30
3.  Relevant comprehension question written on board			_____/20
4.  Overall effective presentation style					_____/20
     (i.e., loud enough, good eye contact, natural sounding, etc.)

     COMMENTS:






Good luck!
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